A Thought for Sponsors
(from your Confirmation candidate)

I’d rather see a sermon,

Than hear one any day;

I’d rather you walk with me,

Than merely point the way;

The eye’s a more-ready pupil, 

Than ever was the ear;

Good advice is often confusing,

But example is oh so clear!
Author Unknown
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In all aspects of our lives we should keep this sample phrase in mind.  “Begin with the end in mind,” means to look ahead and plan. It encourages us to evaluate the consequences of our decisions before we make them.  As a sponsor we would like you to look forward and contemplate what the “end” should look like.  What kind of relationship do you want to have with this young person who has asked you to be involved in this very important aspect of their lives?  Pease take a few minutes and answer the questions listed below.  These are for your eyes only – unless you choose to share them with your candidate or their parents.  
What relationship do you want to have with your Confirmation candidate in the future?  In 1 year?  In 5 years?  In 10 years?

What do you feel your obligations are, to Christ and to this young person, into the future as a result of this unique relationship?

How will you go about fulfilling these obligations and building this relationship?  Periodic meetings?  Attend Church activities together? Be specific!

Reflect on the cover poem, “A Thought for Sponsors.”  What sermon will your candidate see in you?  Will you be there for them or just full of advice?  What kind of Christian example will you be for them?

Tough questions, right?  It’s OK if you are feeling inadequate.  Keep in mind that none are worthy of salvation!  It is only through God’s grace that we will enter the kingdom. 

As a sponsor you also represent the larger faith community.  Don’t be afraid to turn to that community for answers to questions you may not have.

We wish you the best in the journey you are embarking on.  Know that God is with you, in this, as in all things.  
May the Lord be with you and keep you.
Confirmation Candidate Requirements are:

· attendance/participation in eight sessions and completion of activities 

· completion of 10 works of mercy based on the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy and the 7 main Catholic Social Teaching Principles 

· participation in the October Net Retreat and April retreat at Damascus Catholic Mission Camp (or an equivalent approved substitute retreat)
· regular attendance at Sunday Masses
(dates subject to change – please watch for updates!)
	Confirmation Prep Program for 8th Graders

	Date
	Time
	Session/Activity/Event 
	IP(in person) AH(at home)

	September
	2021
	
	

	9/1/2021 W
	7-8 pm
	Confirmation Parent Meeting Gr. 7 & 8 Confirmation Lesson #1 distributed for 8th gr.
	IP-gym

	9/19/2021 Su
	9:05-10:05 am
	Confirmation Lesson #2 Accepting God's Call
	IP-gym

	
	8th grade candidates-only
	

	October
	2021
	
	

	10/1/2021 F
	4-9:30 pm
	NET Retreat Grs. 7 & 8 St. Als School & RE Program
	IP

	
	
	7th and 8th graders attend
	

	10/17/21 Su
	9:05-10:05 am
	Confirmation Lesson #3 Building a Friendship with God
	AH w/sponsor or parent

	November
	2021
	
	

	11/21/2021 Su
	9:05-10:05 am
	Confirmation Lesson #4-Recognizing the Holy Spirit in Your Life & patron saint discussion
	IP-classroom

	
	
	8th grade candidates-only
	

	January
	2022
	
	

	1/16/2022 Su
	9:05-10:05 am
	Confirmation L. #5-Receiving the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
	IP-gym

	
	
	candidate and sponsor or parent attend
	

	1/22/2022
	9:05-10:05 am
	Rock-a-thon Gr. 5-8
	IP-church & gym

	February
	2022
	
	

	2/9/2022 W
	6:00-8:00 pm
	The Culture Project Presentation Gr. 7 & 8
	IP- gym & ext. day rm.

	2/13/2022 Su
	9:05-10:05 am
	Confirmation L. #6-Experiencing God's Love in Church; Write letter to Fr. Tom
	AH w/sponsor

	March
	2022
	
	

	3/14-3/30
	
	Scheduled Confirmation Interviews (Zoom sessions)
	Several options

	April
	2022
	
	

	4/8-4/10/22
	
	Confirmation retreat to Damscus Mission Camp
	Centerburg, OH

	
	
	Confirmation Works of Mercy booklet due before camp 
	

	4/20/2022 W
	6:30-8 pm
	Confirmation L. #7- Celebrating the Sacrament of Confir. candidate and sponsor or parent attend
	IP-gym

	4/24/2022 Su
	3:00 PM
	Sacrament of Confirmation at Holy Rosary Cathedral
	IP

	4/25-5/5/22
	anytime
	Confirmation #8-Making a Difference as Disciples
	AH w/sponsor


CONFIRMATION SPONSOR FORM (to be completed by sponsor) 
To be a sponsor, you must:

( Be at least 16 years of age

( Have been baptized and confirmed in the Catholic Faith 

( Be an active Catholic, consistently attending Sunday and Holy Day Masses and generally participating in the Sacramental life of the Church 

( Live a life consistent with the views and teachings of the Catholic Church

( Be available to complete activities, discussions, and sessions with the candidate

( NOT be a candidate’s parent, guardian, or boyfriend/girlfriend 
Like a parent, a Confirmation sponsor’s job is to be an up-close-and-personal witness of the Christian life to the candidate. Your role does not end when the teen is confirmed; rather, you are obligated to help the teen continue to grow in faith, to help in their Christian walk throughout life, and to seek out the candidate if they ever go astray. You should seek to communicate the Faith to your candidate, who, throughout the Sacrament, becomes in a very real sense, your “spiritual child.” You should commit to praying daily for your candidate and remind your teen that you are praying for them. Throughout the Confirmation preparation process, you should be an active part of the candidate’s life. Plan to meet regularly with your candidate monthly, in-person, over the phone, via Skype/Zoom, etc. to discuss how their Confirmation journey is going, what they are learning, etc. If possible, participate in works of mercy service with the candidate that you sponsor.

Candidate’s Name:_____________________________________________________ SPONSOR’s INFORMATION Full Name: (first, middle, Confirmation-if known, last) ___________________________________________________________________ Age is over 16?    
 Y / N 
Address:_____________________________________________________________ City:___________________________________ State:______ Zip Code:__________  Phone:_______________________Email:___________________________________Registered Parishioner of (parish name): ___________________________________________City:_____________________ State: ______ Baptized at (parish name):____________________________________
City:______________________________ State:_____

I understand the responsibilities that I am undertaking and have both the desire and the intention to fulfill them. _______________________________________________ 
Sponsor’s Signature 
Begin with the End in Mind!








